Competition for two resources.
Tadpoles of the tree frog, Hyla chrysoscelis, were raised at low and high levels of two independent, growth-limiting resources: solid food substrates and ingestible particles. The effect of resource level on intraspecific competition was measured as the relative importance of interference versus exploitative competitive mechanisms. The levels of both solid food substrates and particles affected the outcome of competition among the tadpoles, despite their independent effects on growth. Current models of competition generally allow only one resource to limit population growth. This result implies that more than one resource may influence the outcome of intraspecific competition.